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progress has begun in other of the large Presidency towns, and
many municipal bodies have made a start elsewhere. Some of
the jute companies of Calcutta have laid out for their work-
people long lines of healthy tenements, which form a striking
contrast to the filthy shanties to be seen in tho same area. In
Cawnpore we inspected the modern quarters provided by one
of the leading textile firms for the families of their operatives,
and there is a distinct tendency on the part of many big em-
ployers in India to develop the welfare side of their relations
with their employees. But when all has been said, there is a
vast amount of work still to be done before the general standard
of urban housing for working people in India can be regarded
as reasonably good, and the most difficult part of the task will
be to instil into the minds of the slum-dwellers themselves the
desire for something better.
The Educated Classes.
33. We have written at this length of the life of the Indian
villager and of the Indian industrial worker because it is the
future of these many millions which must be the chief concern
of all who take a broad view of Indian problems, and because
the greatness of the task still to be discharged can only be
measured when one appreciates how much must be done to raise
their standard of life and to fit them for the responsibilities of
citizenship. As yet their education is far too low to admit of
effective and continuous organisation amongst themselves, and
those who speak for Indian labour are not as a rule men who have
risen from their own ranks.
There is a university i'n the capital town of every Governor's
province except Assam, as well as in many other important and
famous centres, such as Benares and Aligarh. They are the
avenue through which the educated youth of India, in ever
increasing numbers, seeks to qualify itself for the professions, or
for politics, or for government service. The constant tendency
of such a training is to turn these students' thoughts to urban
pursuits, and to give them a distaste for the life of the country-
side from which many of them have come.
It is inevitable that in India those who give their attention
to political affairs should be found mainly in the towns. It is
in the towns that are to be found the barristers and journalists
.who predominate among the leaders of Indian political opinion
and from whose ranks for the most part are drawn the propa-
gandists, candidates and public representatives of all political
parties and communities. Every considerable town has a local
Bar, and the soil of India is prolific of litigation. The Bar
Library is a natural forum for political discussion. Law provides
a career open to the talents in which the educated of all castes
and communities may hope to make their way to private fortune
or public position. In the towns too will be found the pro-
fessors, teachers and doctors, and above all the great mass of
those in the employment of the Government from the I.C.S